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Disc Golf Course
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County of Santa Clara, California#Parks and Recreation Dept. #Planning & Development Section

Prdposed Negative Declaration

A notice, pursuant to the California Envirenmental Quality Act of 1970,.a3.§menc'_led {Public Resources Code
21,000, et sec.) that the following project when implemented will not have a significant impact on the environment. -

SR A LT Al A )

- 678-21-001, 002,
L 494-16-001, 002, 019 7131197

A A

epartment

Coyote Hellyer County Park
985 Hellyer Avenue
San Jose, California

Construet an 18-hole disc golf course on 30 acres of undeveloped tEﬁ!.'llrland.
Construction consists of developing tee pads and targets, footpaths and directional signs
to play a skilled throwing game using a “frisbee” like plastic dise.

The purpose of this notice is to infarm you that the County Parks & Recreation Department Staff has
recommended that a Negative Declaration be approved for this project. Action is scheduled on this proposed
Negative Declaration before the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors on

ri6 in_the Board Chambers, 70 West Hedding Street. San Jose
Where a date is not given, a separate notice will be sent to you informing you of the hearing date. if the
Negative Declaration is approved, the decision may be protested upon filing an appeal with the Planning
Office. It should be noted that approval of a Negative Declaration does not constitute approval of the project
under consideration. The decision to approve or deny the project will be made separately.

)

Public comments regarding the correctness, completeness, or adequacy of this Negative Declaration are invited
and must be received on or before the hearing date. Such comments should be based on specific environmental
concerns. Written comments should be addressed to the County of Santa Clara, Parks and Recreation . - . =
Department, Planning and Development Section, 298 Garden Hill Drive, Los Gatos, CA 95032 Tel{408) 358
3741. Oral comments may be made at the hearing. A file containing additional information on this project may
be reviewed at the Department of Parks and Recreation. When requesting to view this file, please refer to the
file number appearing at the top of this form. :

Santa Clara Valley Water District
CA Department of Fish & Game
State Clearinghouse




= County of Santa Clara, California#Parks and Recreation Dept.#Planning & Development Section-

The Planning and Development Section of the Department of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the initial study
for the project and, based upon substantial evidence in the record, finds that the proposed project could not
have a significant effect on the environment, or although the proposed project could have a significant effect on
the environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case since the mitigation measures have been

- See atiached Initial Study a.nd Supplemental Information . ' -

 Hadenivge ©

Prepared by:

" | Approved by:

9-29-94

N demindml.dsc/erillTan/d 197




The Planning and Development Section of the Department of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the initial study
for the project and, based upon substantial evidence in the record, finds that the proposed project could not
have a significant effect on the environment, or although the proposed project could have a significant effect on
the environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case since the mitigation measures have been
added to the project.

{PIHLEHD)

See attached Initial Study and Supplemental Information

Prepared by:

oo Ago L Al

e ] | . A /signatie —date
Approved by: : ) /ﬂh{,éb o ' _‘;g.h I‘T‘] o

¥ . - signature - . date -

. ‘ ‘ - 9-29-C

deminimi.dsc/eritlan/B1



INITIAL STUDY

Environmental Evaluation Checklist for Santa Clara County

Date: 8-24-95

Project Title: Disc Golf Course

APN(s): 678-21-001; 002, 494-16-001; 003; 019

Flle Number: None

-

500" Map#: 115, 116 Zoning: Al-h - Gen. Plan Designation: Parkland

Project Type: Disc Golf Course Construction

USA (if any): None

Applicant's Name & Address: Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation Department
298 Garden Hill Drive, Los Gatos, CA 95030

Telephone: (408) 358-3741

Project Location (address or description):

Coyote Hellyer County Park is located west of the Hellyer Avenue exit along nghway 101 in San Jose CA (See
attached map).

Project Descriptlon:

18 Hole Disc Golf Course encompassing 30 acres of undeveloped park land.

Environmental Setting:

Ex151|ng condition include groves of riparian upland vegetatlon open grasslands and mixed oak and woodland
thickets filled with both native and exotic vegetation.

BY anvpuseiceneraLpian B TrRAnsPomTATION [ ENERGY
Bl ceoLoay [] HOusING

‘ - HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGY-
B  RESOURCES/PARKS 1  SAFETYHEALTH CAL
[[1 sewacewater quaury  [1  AIRQuAuTy [C] PUBLIC SERVICES & UTILY
DRAINAGE/FLOODING [ nose - |
[] MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
FLORA AND FAUNA ] AesTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE



IMPACT
YES
. - INot Signifl- {Signlfl- | Cumu- \
cant Unless [No ap- '
Mitl- parent
gated |[Mitlga-
: tlon
A. LAND USE/GENERAL PLAN
1. Require a change fromthe land use designated in the
General Plan? m O I =3 1 gat0a
2. lnvolve a change of zoning? N 3 I} £y ¢§/9a
3. Require a change lrom adopted specific plans of :
community goals? - /| 3 T leaz,10a
4. Bein an area with special policies or of critical
concern? ’ -
a.  San Marlin &for South County ' mE — /™ 31 {6ab10a
b. Los Gatos/Lexinglon or Guadalupe Watershed mM 1 1 31 B3 | 6a,10a13,14
¢. East Foolhills . MEm O 1 33 T )6a10a
d. New Almaden Historical Area mE —/ T/ 33 E71 | 6a7.10a
e. Stanford mm 1 3 3 [ |631516
{. SanJose ] mm O 3 £33 (s8i0a
5 Resull in any substantial changes in the presett land R — T &3 .3 ;|.2.f3.12b
use, either on or off the project site?
6. Disrupt or divide the physical arrangement of an EE I O 31 Egijed
established community? : ' :
- Conflict with established recreational, educational, N O /|3 3 24
religious or scientific uses in the area?
B. GEOLOGIC )
1. Be located in an area designated as having a poten- B O /| 3 3 ob,10¢,11a,
tial for major geological hazard? 12a,17,18
2. ?e 'Itc??cated on, or adjacent 1o a known earthquake mE 1 1 3 0l seioctia
ault?
3 Be located in 2 Geologic Study Zone? m O =1 33 33 | S11a
4. Be localed in an area of soil instability (subsidence, . ]
tandsiide, shrink/swell potential, soil creep or severe O mm [0 [ 3 |95c12a,124,20,
erosion)? ' 21
5. Cause substantial erosion or siltation? - . i R | &Ja 3123
6. Cause substantial disruption, displacement, compac- . ;
ion or over-coveting of soil either on-site or off-site? | N I £ & 34123
7. Cause substantial change in topography of ina N . )
ground surface relief feature? m T =/ O /312311
8. Involve construction of a building, road or septic : -
system on a slope of: : .
a. 30% orgreater? LI  oasm | —/ 3 | 1.310)11c
b. 20%to30%? e I I/ 3 B3 (1.3,10511c
c. 10%1020%? m I 3 3 3 {13a01c
C. RESOURCES/PARKS . T .
Increase lhe removal rate or result in the removal of a -
natural resource for commercial purposes (including MR .1 3 /[3fn2ig
rock, sand, gravel, oil, trees, minerals or top soil)?. S




IMPACT

YES
. Not Signlifl- {slgnlfi- } Cumu-
WILL THE PROJECT: NO ISt [cant  feant. |iative | SOURCES
cant Unless [No ap-
MIitl- parant
galed {Mitlga-
‘ tlon
2 Result in substantial depletion of any non-renewable e L= | £ 23
natural resource?
3. Convert 10 or more acres of prime agricultural land e 1 — =1 | 22021
(Class 1 to 11} to non-agricultural use or impair the . )
. agricultural productivity of nearby prime land?
4. Involve lands protected by the Williamson Act (agri- s = —— 1 }19a
cultural preserve) or an Gpen Space Easemen? '
5. Substantially affect any existing agricuttural uses? e 0 3 /3 =32
6. Be on, within, or near a public or private park, wildlife
reserve, or lrail (includes those proposed for future)? - mm 30 3 3 ]29d10h
7. Result in loss of open space rated as high priority for !
acquisition. M O O 3O |ag
D. SEWAGE/WATER QUALITY
1. Result in a seplic field being construcled on soil with M —1 O a3 =3 ) 12d,20.21.22
severe seplic drainfield limitations? - -
2 Result in a septic field being located within 50 feet of . .
a drainage swale; 100 feet of any well, water course M /1 3 B r3J 11234
- or waler body or 200 feet of the high water mark of a ‘ e
reservoir?
3. Resut in a septic field being located in an area where \
a high water table extends close to the natural fand mE O =3O O B3 ] 10e11b202124
surface? . : -
4.. Resul in extensions of a sewer trunk line withcapac- - | HIE £  —| — 313
ity to serve new development? ‘ -
5. Substantially degrade surface or ground waterquality | g 3 3 L3 13.11b.21
or public water supply? e
6. Be localed in an area of special water qualityconcern | WM 1 23 [0 [ [4,10a,13.23
(e.g., Los Gatos or Guadalupe Watershed)? T
7. Result inuse of well waler previously contaminated ‘
by nitrates, mercury, asbestos, etc. existing in the M 1 /1 B3 £ |10e23
groundwater supply?
E. DRAINAGE/FLOODING
1.- Inlerfere substantially with ground water recharge? me 1 —1 [ .3 ]3,10e11b
5. Substantially change the direction, rate of flowor . - ‘ ' )
quantily of ground waters, either through direct m — .1 s
additions or withdrawals, or through interception ofan--{ ~ — - -~ . —— ,
aquiler by cuts or excavations? . b
3. Change absorption rates, drainage patierns, orthe — M 3 O 313,28
rate and amount of surface runofi? : !
4. Involve a natural drainage channe! or streambed or
water course such as lo alter the location, course,or | Il 1 =3 =3 [ 1131 128
{low of ils walers? ———— . .
5. Be located withiri a floodway or floodplain area? 1 mM [0 /3 3 )%12

- - -




IMPACT

YES
' . Not Signlfl- |Signifl- ] cumu- ey Y
{LL THE PROJECT: NO |signtfi-{eant  |cant. |iative SOURCES
cant Unlass {No ap- :
MIt!- paront
gated [Mitiga-
- tlon
FLORA AND FAUNA
Significantly affect fish, wildiife, reptiles, or plant life, i
by [a] change in diversily or numbers or [b] introduc- 0 /1 EsM /3 O (1234,10b
tion of new species or [c] restrictions to migration or 1'1 ¢é e
movement or [d] substantially reducing habital? :
Affect or cause changés to existing habitat, food _
source, nesting place, breeding place for a rare of (v R | et 10b.41d.e
endangered plant or animal species? T
Involve a unique bioclogical area, such as-a fresh ] [ = I 3 ‘
water marsh or salt water tide land? . . : 123.100.11de
Involve construction within 150 feet of a walercourse 1 = . I—1 |2.3.12b,39
or riparian area? e
involve cutting of unique or heritage trees or a large ms 1 1 1. 1 |1.2325
number of trees over 12" in diameter? ' N
. TRANSPORTATION
Cause an increase in traffic which is substantialin
relation 1o the existing traffic load and capacity of the mE M/ 3 3| 46a262728
street system? {Exceed LOS level 'D" in vicinity-GP 29 44 :
policy G8.3.) . -
increase traffic hazards to pedestrians, bicyclists and |H 1 1 3 C3jadg
vehicles? '
Obstruct access to nearby uses or fail to provide for m I /|3 B3 3312
future street right of way? '
Cause increases in demand for existing on or off- — O mE 3 3 1 1330
sireet parking because of inadequate project parking? 330
HOUSING
Reduce the supply of low-income housing ordisplace | R LT — Y =34 )
people or businesses? _ ’
Allect the type or cost of housing in the area? mE | /I /|3 234
Greate a demand for additional housing? mE — I /I & q
. SAFETY/HEALTH ' '
Involve the application, use or disposal of polenﬁally. ) : -
hazardous materials, including'pesticides, herbicides, |mEM [ L[C3 £33 3 [1345
loxic substances, or radicactive materials? - ".'
Involve risk of explosion or release of hazardous B O /| a 311345
substances? ’ ) e
ltyes to #2, be within 1/4 mile of a school [public m 1 C3a 3O Y4
nolice] ' - - _ .
8 located within 200 of a 230KV or above electrical | mmll 3 3O 1 - L 24
{ransmission line , " -
5. Creale any health hazard? - mE 3 -3 O 4345 -
6. Be located in an ALUC Safety Zone? mm. 0 OO 1 =3 -

31

I
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IMPACT

) YES
' . " [Not signltl- {signlfi-cumu-| &
WILL THE PROJECT: NO |signitt. [cant  [cant. {ative | SOURCES
cant Unless |[No ap- '
Miti-~ |parent
gated |Mitiga-
tlon
7. Be located in an area of extreme fire hazard? ma 1 m 1%
3. Inthe case of cul-de-sacs over 800 ft. in length,
require secondary access which will be difficult to m 3 — —1 =1 j1.34.32.33
obtain? .
3. Employ technology which could adversely aflect mE 1 3 £33 31385
~ salely in case of a breakdown?
10. Proposed site plan result in a salety hazard (i.e., mm O 1 =3 £33
parking layolt, access, closed community, etc.)?
11. Provide breeding grounds for vectors? mE O /3 O 3185
J. AR QUALITY ]
1. Violate any ambient air quality standard, contribute ‘
substantially to an existing or projected air guality |m O £33 (534
violation, or expose sensitive receptors 10 substantial
pollutant concentrations? -
2. Creale objectionable odors? — o 3 /3135
K. NOISE
1. increase substantially the ambient noise levels for
adjoining areas during and/or after construction? e I 3 =0 3 )4356a
o @Generate unusually high noise or vibration levels at
cerlain times? . 7 -jmm =3 1 1 1= 135
Be subject to an unusually high noise level? e O 4 3O 3|24
Be located in an ALUC noise zone? m I T o 3|3t
AESTHETIC :
1. | subject fo ASA, be generally in non-compliance with
Guidelines for Architecture and Site Approval? mm I =3 L L1353
2 Creale an aesihelically offensive site open to public .-
view?. m 0 O 33 die3ar
3. Visually intrude into an area having natural scenic -
qualilies? - :: . =3 43 23437
4. Be adjacent 1o a designated Scenic Highway or within :
a Scenic Corridor? | - = 1 = =171037
5. Obstruct scenic views from existing residential areas,
public lands, public water body or roads? B I 3O 3 3323 -
6. Be located on or near a ridgeline visible from the R — .
valley floor? ; . 1 = = }210i11c37
7. Adversely affect the architectural appearance of an - 1 -
established neighborhood? S ~ 1 1 L }23
8. Generate new light or glare? i - O 3 - ca 3413
M. ENERGY - "’
1, Use fuel, water or energy in large quantities orin.a : _ -
__ wasteful manner? ’ = mm T = 3135




IMPACT

street, etc.)?

YES .
. : Neot signifi- |Signiil- - ‘
ILL THE PROJ ECT: NO |signin- | cant iy lc;l'l"‘l‘: SOURCES
cant Unless [No ap-
Mil- - |parent
gated }MIitiga-
tlon
2. Involve the removal of vegetation capable of providing ‘
summer shade to a building? ma T O /3 23
3. Significantly affect solar access 10 adjacent property? | Il -1 3 1 3|23
N. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL
1. Belocated in an area of polential archaeological o
- paleontological resources? EE =2 /1 =3 £33 ]10d42
. 2. Disrupt or adversely affecta prehistonc or historic
archaeological site or a property of historic or cultural ,
significancelo a community or ethnic or social group; m /1 1 /1 e |s.ioedd 0i,41,
or a paleonlological site except as & part of a scien- . 42,43
tific study? '
3 Be located in a Historic District (e.g., New Almaden - 1 3 3 £y (7i0
Historic Area)? : :
4. Be within 500" of a historic landmark? e — 3 1 o3 (s
0. PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
1. Produce significant amounts of solid wasle or litter? mm [ T 3 1135
Induce substantial growlh or concentration of popula- : ‘
tion? (Growth inducing?) mE I L3 i i385
3. Employ equipment which could inleriere with exisling
7" communications or broadcast systems? : MM 1 /3 3 3135
4. Cause substantial impact or increase in the need for: '
-a. Fire Protection e T/ 2 3 3135
b. Police Protection m 4O =3 3 (135
5. Cause substantial impact or increase in the need for: : '
a. School facilities m 0 O =1 =138
b. Parks or recreation facilities mE — 1 L3O 3135
c. Maintenance of public facililies mE O & 33 31358
d. Other government services mm 1 3 3 BE)135
6. Cause substantial impact or increase in the need for: »
a. Electncity ' . m /Y /3 3 31135
b. Natural gas e 1 3 . 35135
c. Waler BE OO O B3 .,3g135
d. Sewage disposal m -/ O 34135
e. Storm water runoff . |mm = 33 B4 — {135
7. Generate any demands that create the need foror SR
cause a public facility or utility to approach, reach or ’ .
exceed ils capacity (i.e.. sewer line, sewage plant, mE 1 I =1 r— £ |1345




WILL THE PROJECT:

- YES

P. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Have the potential to substantially degrade the qualily of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fishor wildlile population {o drop
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or efiminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?

b. Have the potential lo achieve short-lerm environmental goals, to the disadvantage of long-

term environmental goals? (A short-term impact on the environment is one which occurs in
a relatively brief, definitive period of time, while long-term impacts will endure will into the
future.)

Have environmental impacts which are individually limited, but cumulalively considerable?
(“Cumutatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of an individual project are

_ considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the efiecls of probable future projects.

4. Have environmental éffects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings,

either directly or indirectly?

ISCUSSION OF E MENTAL EVALUATION

Discuss on attached sheel(s) all "yes"a s-and 3 _
" clarification. (Must be TYPED). -Describe ahy poten &5 and Giscuss possible miitig
refer to attached *Initial Study Source List™.;Whena source is'iiséd that is not listéd on the. 6
conticied, inat sotircé and/or individial Should Be ciled ifithe discussion

DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

{ find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
aNEGATIVE DECLAR_AT[ON will be recommended.

{ find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect onthe environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures are included
as part of the proposed project. A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WILL BE RECOMMENDED.

[ find the proposed project MAY have a significant effecl on the environmeh: and an ENVI-

SELECT
ONE

RONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is recommended.

Aok dapoo 7-3/-7F

signature |/ ' date

PRINT NAME AND TITLE: ___ Elish Ryau
- ] | Pasfe Planne -




INITIAL STUDY - SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

PROJECT TITLE: Disc GoLF COURSE - COYOTE HELLYER COUNTY PARK
DATE: AucusT |, 1997 (REVISED SEPTEMBER 25, 1997)
NAME/ADDRESS: SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

208 GARDEN HILL DRIVE, Los GaTos, CA 95032

TELEPHONE: -~ (408) 358-3741

PREPARED BY: . RACHEL. SANTOS, PARK PLANNING

INTRODUCTION .
This initial study and the accompanying Negative Declaration for the proposed Disc Golf Course
at Coyote-Hellyer County Park have been prepared in accordance with the California '
Environmental quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 and the County of Santa Clara Guidelines. They

discuss the potential adverse environmental impacts associated with the project. Where

necessary, feasible mitigation measures are identified which will eliminate, or reduce to an
acceptable level, any adverse environmental effects. '

PROJECT BACKGROUND ,

The Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department, together with a volunteer disc golf
group, proposes to develop an 18-hole disc golf course at Coyote-Hellyer County Park. The park
is located in Santa Clara County along Highway 101 within the City of San Jose. The proposed
project would develop tees, fairways and holes in portions of the park that are not dedicated to
other recreational uses. '

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Disc Golf Course will encompass approximately 30 acres of undeveloped parkland within
the limits of Coyote Hellyer County Park. The course layout will not involve the placement of any
permanent structures or any grading. Players wouid use existing parking, restrooms and pichic
facilities within the park. The tees, fairways and holes would be mowed seasonally, possibly
seeded with grasses, and native trees and shrubs instalied in adjacent areas as buffer zones
and mitigation for any potential loss of habitat. The tees, fairways and holes are all located in
upland areas outside the Coyote Creek riparian habitat. However, at two locations, players .
would cross the creek to reach the next hole. At each crossing a temporary bridge would be
placed across the creek channel using materials that could be removed seasonally. The bridges
would be removed by October 15 each fall and replaced after April 15. The level of use is
estimated to be extremely light (10-20 persons/day) on weekdays, relatively light (25-50) on
weekends, and moderate to heavy (100-200+) when tournaments are held. Tournaments would
be held up to four times per year. All tournaments would be supervised by the volunteer disc golf
group and County Parks representative. The course will be maintained entirely by the volunteer
disc golf group.




Upon Certification of a negative declaration, the Santa Clara County Parks Department will enter
into a Special Use Permit agreement with the Silicon Valley Disc Golf club in which they will be
allowed to construct, operate, and maintain nine holes of the disc golf course located east of
Coyote Creek under spedific conditions and restrictions. - The Parks Department will include the
implementation and maintenance of all mitigation measures for the area approved in this
document as conditions of use in the Permit. This permit is renewed annually.

When the disc golf club is able to finance the installation of two seasonal pedestrian bridges,
construction of another nine holes west of Coyote Creek, mitigation measures, and obtain
regulatory agency permits for the bridges, the Department will expand the Permit with the
Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club for an eighteen hole course. Failure to honor any of the specific
conditions of the Special Use Permit any any time will be ground for the Parks Department to
terminate the agreement with the Club and close_the course.

INITIAL STUDY FINDINGS

‘The following describes any environmental factors/impacts_for a full eighteen hole disc golf
~ course and any possible mitigation which may be proposed as indicated on the attached

Environmental Evaluation’s Initial Study Check-list:

A. LAND USE/GENERAL PLAN
4f. “Will the project be in an area with special p.o_licies or of critical concemn?”

Not Significant - The status of like land on which the project is proposed will not
alter status as a public park and recreational facility. The site is located in San Jose
and will not conflict with any land use restrictions noted in the Land Use Policies and
the Regional Parks, Trails and Scenic Highways Element of the Santa Clara County
General Plan.

The project will enhance the park use by providing a compatible activity to the
existing recreational facilities. Redefinition of the project area in the park could have
beneficial effects on surrounding land by discouraging dumping and transient use
observed in this area. '

B. GEOLOGIC
‘4. “Be located in an area of soil instability (severe erosion)?”

Not Significant - The County Geologic Hazard maps identify the subject property as
being located in the general area of an “E/F” zone, which is an area of minor to
moderate potential for geotechnical hazards. The project does not propose any
structures for habitation, drifling, grading, alteration of drainage patterns, or removal
of vegetation that would increase the likelihood of potential for geotechnical hazards
or soil instability.



5. *Cause substantial erosion or siltation?”

Not Significant - As proposed, the course layout takes advantage of the existing
footpaths already in use in the area to circulate players through the course and
prevent the potential for erosion that new paths may create.

At two locations players would cross the creek to reach the next hole by way of
seasonal P{ayefs—vﬂu-be—d{meted-tmme#able clear span bridges.to reduce
potentlal erosion or siltation |mpacts assomated with foot traffic. nterpretive-signs-
rage-potential-ereck-banlcerosioneatsed

ie. Under the conditions of the Special Use Permit between the disc golf
club and the parks Department, the seasonal bridges will be removed between
October 15th and April 15th and stored off site. As an additional condition of the
permit, the course will be closed on the west side of the creek during the winter
months, targets dismantled, and signs posted to this effect will be installed at the
start of the course and along the creek.

C. RESOURCES/PARKS

6.

“Will the project be on, within, or near a public or private park, wildlife
reserve, or trail (includes those proposed for future)?”

Not Significant - The project is located in an existing Santa Clara County Park and
proposed use will not alter status as a public park and recreational facility. The site
will be open to the public during normal park operating hours and may be reserved
for special use events.

E. DRAINAGE/FLOODING

3.

“Will the project change absorpfion rates, drainage pattermns, or the rate and
amount of surface runoff?”

Not Significant - The project will not require mechanical grading or alterations to the
existing topography that might have resulfted in changes to the drainage pafterns for
this area. Pedestrians playing the course will use existing footpaths and Foot traffic
near the creek will be directed to removable clear span bridges along the same

existing paths. m{erpfewﬁhagﬂst—be-pheed-a%bﬁdge-eresswgs-m-dﬁeeﬂfage
crosk-bank erosion caused by-foot iraffic.

It is calcufated that 18 6' x 12' concrete tee pads will be constructed resulting ih
1300 square feet of impermeable surface being added 1o the site. This represents

- 1/10 of 1 percent of the total surface area of the 30 acre course.

It is the conclusion of the Initial Study that the project will not result in a significant
increase in impermeable surfacesor drainage patterns tha twill impact absorption
rates or the rate and amount of surface run off.



5. “Will the project be located within a floodway or floodplain area?”™

Not Significant - The proposed site is within the floodway or floodplain of Coyote
Creek and may be subject to flooding based on a 100-year tlood plain’s level as
determined by HUD ZONE A, Special Studies Zones & Flood Hazard Areas,
December 1990. Construction of permanent bridge structures to withstand
inundation or be out of the 100 year flood plain were infeasible for this project due to
the wide configuation of the flood plain on this stretch of Coyote Creek. Seasonal
briclges to access the west side of the creek are proposed as a preferred alternative.
The bridges would be secured to footings outside the low flow channel without any
disturbance to the existing stream bed, bank, or channel of Coyote Creek. As
proposed, removal of these bridges between October 15th and April 15th would
reduee to insignifcant any potential impact on the floodway or floodplain of Coyote
Creek. Hewever This Project’s effect is not significant as no permanent facilities or
structures for habitation are included in this project. The creek crossing necessary
for Course recreational use will be removed October through April in accordance
with Califoria Department of Fish and Game and Santa Clara Valley Water District
CDFG requirements. :

F. FLORA AND FAUNA

1.

“Will the project affect fish, wildlife, reptiles, or plant life, by (d) reducing
habitat?”

%ign#iean#UMes&Miﬁga#ed—#he#é—Wi#—b&sem&nﬁw%p&eﬂa%he—ﬁﬁaﬁan
coridorand slight redustion-ciwildlife-usenearthe-adiscentriparan-habitat-A

itis-the recommendation-of-HAHarvey &-Associates-that-mitigatien-nelude
- ﬁ -- . i - . pw .- . ) .

3 13 : - ] . -t -
t'al s Ieaeh!nggta alnel lhlem_tlne-sleel; crossings-will lae‘ imited-by-signe-and-the

Plant Life - A detailed biological constraints analysis was prepared by H.T. Harvey
and Associates for this project entitiled “Hellyer County Park Disc Golf Course
Biological Constraints Analysis.” This report is included as Appendix A. As
indlicated in the report, the course is located almost entirely in upland habitat
adjacent to Coyote Creek. No special status plant species were observed during
the study and none are expected to occur due to a lack of suitable habitat. Existing
footpaths will provide circulation through the course, resulting in minimal impact to
established vegetation. Paths leading to the seasonal bridges through the riparian
corridor will be situated in areas where existing paths can be used to access the
creek crossings. When the seasonal bridges are removed, the west side of the
course will be closed. Therefore, it is concluded that no riparian vegetation removal
will occur as a result of this project. No plant species of special concern will be
impacted. Minor impact to established vegetation would be minimized if barriers

]
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éould be placed along existing paths fo keep players on footpaths and avoid
trampling adjacent vegetation.

| Wildlife - Appendix A also discussed wildlife that might occur in the area and

potentially be impacted by the project. Small portions of Holes 5, 7, and 8 were
considered to have the potential to slighly reduce wildlife use of the adjacent riparian
habitat. Potential habitat for the California red legged frog is known to occur in
Coyote Creek.

Significanat Unless Mitigated - It is the conclusion of the Initial Study that while
individually minor, impacts to plant and wildlife habitat would occur as a result of this
project and may be significant unless mitigated. '

“Will the project affect or cause changes to existing habitat, food source,
nesting place, breeding place for a rare or endangered plant or animal
species?” '

Appendix A listed a number of species of special concern which have potential to
occur in the project area and potentially be impacted by the project. This included
the California red legged frog, California tiger salamander, and the burrowing owl,

Burrowing Owl - No suitable habitat for burrowing ow! was observed during the
survey for the Analysis. It is therefore concluded that there is no impacts to
burrowing owls as a result of this project.

California Tiger Salamander - A seasonal pond occurs on the eastern edge of the
course, approximately 100 feet to the east of Hole 11. The California Department of
Fish and Game indicated concern that the California tiger salamander (Ambystoma
californiense) or the California red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonnil) might use
this area. H.T. Harvey and Associates’ herpetologist visited the site and had
determined that the likelihood for tiger salamanders utilizing the pond is very low due
to the marginal habitat adjacent to the pond. However, it is not possible to definitively

determine presence or absence without spring surveys for breeding salamanders.

A survey was conducted during the spring of 1996. On May 21, 1896 H.T. Harvey &
Associates submitted findings on the California tiger salamander survey and
determined the absence of said species (Appendix B). Since the salamander is
absent, it has been determined that no further studies are warranted and the holes
may be used. '

California red-legged frogs require a permanent source of water and are not
expected to use the pond due to its seasonal nature. No further surveys are
considered necessary to determine their presence or absence in the pond.

Steelhead trout - Coyote Creek does provide habitat for a remnant population of
steelhead trout. This population is in the Central California Evolutionarily Significant
Unit and is currently proposed by the National Marine Fisheries Service for listing as
threatened pursuant to the fedaral Endangered Species Act. ‘

: 5



It is the conclusion of the Initial Study that this project will not have any'impact on
steethead trout for the following reasons: '

1. As proposed, this project is primarily located in uplands adjacent to Coyote Creek
and not in the riparian corridor with the exception of two seasonal pedestrian bridges
to be placed adjacent to existing foolpaths in the area.

2. The project will require no grading, alteration to existing drainage pattems, or
removal of existing vegetation adjacent to the streambank.

3. The project will not involve the removal of any overhanging riparian vegetation
that provides shelter to the stream or its inhabitants.

4. Aé broposed, seasonal pedestrain bridges will be designed to span the low flow
channel and cause no changes to streambed or channel morphology.

5. Installation of the bridges will require a Streambed Afteration Permit issued by the
California Department of Fish and Game. The bridges will be subject fo best
management practices outlined in the permit for installation of seasonal structures
near a stream channel.

6. Seasonal removal of the bridges and subsequent closure of the course will occur
during the period of primary migration for steethead and help to minimize impacts fo
the species.

California Red Legged Frog - The Constraints Analysis identified that potential
habitat does exist along Coyote Creek for California red legged frog. It was the
conclusion of the report that the species was not expected to occur on site due to
the observance of human use of the creek, access by raccoons, and a high potential
for predation by domestic dogs and cats from adjacent neighborhoods. The report
also concluded that the placement of the two bridges and use of existing paths
would not have a significant impact as long as access to them was controlied.

in addition, this project would not have any impacts on the red legged frog for the
following reasons: - .

1. As proposed, this project is primarily located in uplands adjacent to Coyote Creek

and not in the riparian corridor with the exception of two seasonal pedestrian bridges
to be placed adjacent to existing footpaths in the area. ‘

2. The project will require no grading, alteration to existing drainage pattemns, or
removal of existing vegetation adjacent to the streambank. _

3. The project will not involve the removal of any overhanging riparian vegetation
that provides shelter to the stream or it inhabitants.

4. As proposed, seasonal pedestrain bridges will be designed to span the low flow
channel and cause no changes to streambed or channel morphology.



5. Installation of the bridges will require a Streambed Alteration Permit issued by the
California Department of Fish and Game. The bridges will be subject to best
management practices outlined in the permit for instafiation of seasonal structures
near a stream channel. :

6. Seasonal removal of the bridges and subsequent closure of the course will occur
during the period of primary activity for the red legged frog and help to minimize
impacts to the species. ! :

Since the completions of the Constraints Analysis, the California red legged frog has -
been uplisted to a threatened species pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act.
While it has been concluded that the project may not have an impact on the species,
standard protocol requires that preconstruction surveys for the frog be undertaken prior
{o construction. The results of the surveys would be reviewed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to determine is additional action is warranted.

-Net-Signifieant- Significant Unless Mitigated - A number of species of special
concern have the potential fo occur in the project area and be impacted. It is the _
conclusion of the Initial Study that impact to the burrrowing owl is insignificant due to lack
of suitable habitat. Impact to the California tiger salamander Is insignificant due to lack of
presence. Impact to steelhead trout is insignificant due to the previously mentioned
project elements. Impact to the California red legged frog Is minimal but considered
significant until preconstruction surveys can be conducted.

3. “Involve a unique biological areq, such as a fresh water marsh or salt water
fide?”

ess-Mitigated--Not Significant - Holes 11 and 12 are located near
a seasonal fresh water pond. A spring survey was conducted and submitted on May
21, 1996. The findings of this study revealed that no California tiger salamander are
present at said seasonal pond (Appendix B). Since the salamander is absent, no
further work is necessary and the holes may be used.

4. “Will the project involve construction within 150 feet of a watercourse or
riparian area?”

As indicated in the Constraints Analysis, the majority of the course is located in
uplands adjacent to Coyote Creek. As described earlier, two creek crossings wil be
necessary for play progression on the course and holes 5, 7, and 8 are set within
150 feet of a riparian area.

Significant Unless Mitigated - Portions of the site are within the floodway or
floodplain of Coyote Creek. Removable clear span bridges will facilitate creek
crossing necessary for play progression of the course. During periods of high water
(October through April), the bridges will be removed. /tis the conclusion of the Initial
Study that while minimal, the impact of portions of the project within 150 feet of a
watercouse could be considered significant unless mitigated.

inistody.dscifenflillian




Project Mitigations Proposed for Impacts to Flora and Fauna ‘

* Holes 5, 7, and 8 will be redesigned fo be set back a minimum of 50' from the edge
of the riparian corridor.

*Holes near the seasonal pond will be set back from the limits of the high water line
of the pond by a minimum of 100'

- *Plantings totally 1 acres to mitigate minor impacts as a result of the loss of use of

habitat will be included at time of development of the western half of the course.
A Mitigation Planting Plan is included a Appendix C.

*Accass into and along the paths leading to the seasonal bridges will be limited by
signs and placement of natural barriers. These barriers wif serve to guide players to
existing footpaths and discourage trampling adjacent vegetation. -Signs will also be
placed near the creek to indicate that disturbance of the creek is not allowed.

*Preconstruction surveys for California Reg legged frog will be undertaken between
the months of February and May immediately prior to the installation of the bridges.
Subsequent review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to detemine the status of
the species will be completed prior to the application for a Stream Alteration Permit
from the California Department of Fish and Game

*Bridge construction documents will be submitted to the California Department of
Fish and Game for review. The installation of the bridges will be in accordance with
the requirements set forth in a Streambed Alteration Permit issued by the :

Department. Installation will not begin until this permit has been issued.

*Bridge construction documents will be submitted to the Santa Clara Valley Water
District for review. The installation of the bridges will be in accordance with the
requirements set forth in a seasonal permit issued by the Depariment. Instailation
will not begin until this permit has been issued.

. TRANSPORTATION

4.

"“Will the project cause increases in demand for existing on or off-street
parking because of inadequate project parking?”

Not Significant - Disc Golf Course players will use existing parking available in the
park. The closest parking area to the Course is Cottonwood Group area with a total
of 100 parking spaces. Large events would be required to reserve the Cottonwood

Group area as a condition of the Use Permit for special events.

N. HISTORICAL/ ARCHAEOLOGICAL

1.

“Will project be located in an area of potential archaeological or
paleological resources?”

inistudy.dscfer/lillian
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Not Significant - Portions of the project are located along Coyote Creek, which has
yielded some areas of archaeological interest in the past. The installation of the
course would not involve the placement of any permanent structures or any grading.
Minimal mowing and clearing of the fairways are proposed in upland areas outside
the Coyote Creek riparian corridor. '

However, should any archaeological resources be discovered during the course of
construction, all applicable actions outlined in the “Professional Guide for the
Preservation and Protection of Native American Remains and Associated Grave
Goods” pamphlet, published by California State Native American Heritage
Commission, February 1988, shall be taken and appropriate representatives shall
be notified. ‘

INITIAL STUDY CONCLUSIONS AND DETERMINATIONS

The Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation and Santa Clara County Parks Commission has
‘identified the Coyote-Hellyer County Park Disc Golf Course project as a beneficial recreational
enhancement to the County Park system. Appropriately, an environmental assessment was
conducted to complete an Initial Study. Based on the findings of the Initial Study, it has been
concluded that this project, with the proposed mitigations, will not have a significant impact on
the environment. ‘

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE :

The proposed project will not have any environmental impacts that are cumulatively
considerable, or that will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, biotic, or cultural
resources. Nor will the project have the potential to achieve short term environmental goals to
the disadvantage of long term environmental goals.

inisiudy dsc/erflillian



Il. Appendix A

“Hellyer County Park Disc Golf Course
Biological Constraints Analysis”



H.T HARVEY & ASSOCIATES

ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS

HELLYER COUNTY PARK DISC GOLF COURSE
BIOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS ANALYSIS

Prepared by:

H. T. Harvey and Associates
Ronald Duke, M.S., Principal
Daniel Stephens, Project Manager
Rick Hopkins, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist
Mark Jennings, Ph.D., Herpetologist
Patrick Boursier, Ph.D., Plant Ecologist

Prepared for:
Ms. Elish Ryan
} Parks and Recreation Department
County of Santa Clara Environmental Resources Agency
298 Garden Hill Drive
Los Gatos, CA 95030

20 September 1995

] Alviso Office
906 Elizabeth Street « P.O. Box 1180
Alviso, CA 95002 408-263-1814 » Fax: 408-263-3823

Project Number 963-01

. (O Fresno Office
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Depariment, in concert with a volunteer disc golf group,
proposes to develop an 18-hale disc golf course at Hellyer County Park. The park is Jocated in southern
Santa Clara County along Highway 101 (Figure 1). The proposed project would develop tees, fairways
and “holes” in portions of the park that are currently not intensively used. Figure 2 shows the proposed
layout of the course and existing {acilities.

The installation of the course would not involve the placement of any permanent structures or any
grading. Players would use existing parking, restroom and picnic faciliies within the park. The tees,
fairways and “holes™ would be mowed, possibly seeded with grasses, and native trees and shrubs would be
installed in adjacent areas as landscaping. The tees, fairways and “holes” are all located in upland areas
outside the Coyote Creck riparian corridor. However, at two locations players would cross the creek to
reach the next hole. The approximate locations of those two crossings are shown on Figure 2. At each
crossing a temporary bridge would be placed across the creek channel using malerials such as wood
planks that could be removed seasonally. No permanent abutments or other structures will be installed at
the crossings. The bridges would be removed by Oclober 15 each fal] and replaced after April 15 the
following spring. The trails leading to and from the bridges through the riparian corridor will be situated
in areas where existing trails can be used, therefore no riparian vegetation removal will occur as a result
of the creck crossings. '

The level of use is estimated to be extremely light (10-20 persons/day) on weekdays, relatively light (25-
50) on weekends, and moderate to heavy (100-200+) when tournaments are held. Tournaments would be
held up to four times per year. All tournaments would be supervised by the volunteer disc golf group and
County Parks representatives. The course will be maintained entirely by the volunteer disc golf group.
The project is intended for construction and use starting in the spring of 1996.

H.T. HARVEY & ASSOCIATES
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EXISTING BIOTIC CONDITIONS
VEGETATION

The course is proposed for placement almost entirely in upland habitat areas with an understory
dominated by non-native grasses, ycllow star-thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), common yellow mustard
(Brassica campestris), common fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), and coyole brush (Baccharis pilularis).
Trees are widely scattered within, and adjacent to, the course and include Fremont cottonwood (Populus
Sfremontii), coast live oak {Quurcus agrifolia), Mexican elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), California black
walnut (Juglans hindsii), alder (4/nus sp.), willow (Salix sp.), sycamore (Platanus racemosa), Oregon ash
(Fraxinus latifolia), coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), pine (Pinus sp.), and eucalyptus (Eucalyptus

sp.).

Holes 1-2 would be located in areas that are heavily used by park visitors due to their location in a narrow
strip of land between the Coyote Creek bike/pedestrian path and Cottonwood Lake. The location of these
two holes is regulariy mowed and otherwise disturbed. The positions of Holes 3-9 are in a meadow on the
south side of Coyote Creck. The locations of Holes 3-9 are moderately used by hikers and bikers crossing
from the residential areas to the south, across the creek, to the trail and park. This area is crisscrossed by
numerous trails and is moderately disturbed. Holes 6-9 arc situated in an area that floods in years of high
" rainfall.  Holes 10-18 are located in a relatively isolated position that currently receives little use. There
are some footpaths within the area and its western edge was used several years ago as a construction
staging area. Holes 10-18 are in a relatively undisturbed area.

Coyote Creek runs cast-west through the area in which the course is configured. This riparian corridor is

- high quality cottonwood riparian habitat, with a dense native overstory dominated by Fremont
cottonwood, coast live oak, California black walnut, willow, Mexican clderberry, and California sycamore.
It has an understory dominated by poison ozk (Toxicodendron diversilobion) and Himalayan blackberry
(Rubus procera). ‘The riparian habitat is relatively undisturbed, although numerous footpaths bisect the
area. A large gap in the riparian corridor occurs where Highway 101 crosses the creck. The stream flows
perennially in most years. '

The site was visited by a plant ecologist from H. T. Harvey and Associates on 28 August 1995 to
determine if any special status plant species might ecour within the project area, Table 1 provides a list of
thie special status species which were considered. Particular attention was paid to the area to the northeast
of Holes 10-18 comprising serpentine soils, which could support special status plant species. :

Unconsolidated serpentine rock, consisting of rock fragments, was observed at the eastern edge (100 to
150 feet wide) of Holes 11, 12, and 14. This soil appears to have been deposited during construction of
Hellyer Avenue. An extensive area (hundreds of acres) underlain by Montara scrpentine soils oocurs
directly to the north and northeast of the project area and was probably the source of the fill material that
currently forms the southern roadway siope. This slope extends partially into the project area. The
slope’s serpentine fill is not suitable for serpentine endemic special status plant species due to mixing of
the serpentine soil with non-serpentine derived materials and the presence of deep, gently-sloped soils.
These characteristics would not allow the serpentine endemic species to maintain a competitive edge over
invasive non-native species,

Although the surveys did not take place during optimal flowering periods the species most likely 10 occur
would still be observable. Those species include Santa Clara Valley dudleya (Dudleya setchellii), Mt '
Hamilton thistle (Cirsium fontinale ssp. campylon), Metcalf Canyon jewelflower (Streptanthus albidus
ssp. albidus), and uncommon jewelflower (Streptanthus albidus ssp. peramoenus).

In summary, no special-status plant species were observed during the survey and none are expected to
occur due to a lack of suitable habitat.

H.T. HARVEY & ASSOCIATES
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WILDLIFE

The location of Holes 1-2 supports fewer species of wildlife than the other parts of the course due to
regular mowing and heavy human use of the area. Other parts of the course support moderate levels of
wildlife use, primarily due to their proximity to the riparian corridor and less-disturbed condition. The
discussion below first addresses wildlife use of areas within the uplands in which the course is configured,
and then addresses wildlife use in the adjacent riparian corridor. '

Arboreal salamanders (Aneides lugubris), western toad (Bufo boreas), and Pacific treefrogs (Pseudacris .
regilla) will occur in the upland areas near Holes 10-18 during the winter and spring. As these areas dry,
these amphibians will seck refuge under rocks, logs, and other debris, in small mammal burrows, and
possibly in the bottom of the seasonal pond at the eastern end of this area. Reptiles which may occur in
this habitat include western fence lizard (Sceloporus eccidentalis), southern alligator lizard (Elgaeria
multicarinata), gopher snake (Pituophis melanoleucus), striped racer (Masticophis lateralis), and
common garter snake (Thamnophis sirtals).

Bird species that would use these uplands throughout the year include the Savannah Sparrows (Pas-
serculus sandwichensis) and Western Meadowlarks (Sturnella neglecta). Seeds produced by annual
grasses provide food for migrating and wintering songbirds, such as American Goldfinches (Carduelis
tristis), Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zenotrichia atricapilla), and White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia
leucophrys).

Relatively few California ground squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyi), Botta's pocket gopher (Thomomys
bottae), and California vole (Microtus californicus) burrows were detected during surveys. Other species
of mammals that use this habitat include the Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana), broad-footed mole
(Scapanus latimanus), brush rabbit (Sylvilagus bachmani), and black-tailed hare (Lepus californicus).
Black-tailed deer (Codocoitus hemionus colombianus) will also occasionally forage on forbs and shrubs in
this habitat. Mammalian predators such as the striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), raccoon (Procoyon
lotor), coyote (Canis latrans), and bobcat (Lynx rufus) forage or hunt for insects, mice, gophers, ground
squirrels, and black-tailed hares in these uplands. ‘

The ecotones provided by the interface of riparian habitats and adjacent upland habitats represent
ecologically important areas because they support high diversities and high densities of birds and other
animals. Such ecotones provide habitat for both riparian and upland species in the same area as well as
providing habitat for birds that are actually most abundant in the habitat interface.

Many species of birds forage in upland habitals adjacent to riparian corridors. Insectivorous birds such as
Pacific-slope Flycatchers (Empidonax difficilis) and Bewick's Wrens (Thryomanes bewickii). frequently
forage in both riparian and contiguous upland brushy habitats and the same individuals ofien move back
and forth between habitats. Densities of Pacific-slope Flycatchers and other insectivorous species (ie.,
Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia) , Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata) } are oflen very high
in riparian and adjacent brushy habitats (Coyote Creck Riparian Station banding data). Numbers of these
species in upland habitats appear much higher in areas adjacent to riparian habitat than in similar upland
habitats that are not adjacent to riparian areas. Many granivorous species, such as White-crowned
(Zonotrichia leucophrys) and Golden-crowned Sparrows (Z. atricapifla), use riparian trees for roosting
and escaping from predators but forage in adjacent, open upland habitats. Other granivorous species such |
as Song Sparrows, Melospiza melodia (a resident) and Lincoln’s Sparrows, Melospiza lincolnii (2
migrant and winter visitor) forage and roost in both riparian and adjacent upland habitats. Finally, many
raptors such as Cooper's (Accipter cooperii), Sharp-shinned (4. sfriatus), and Red-shouldered Hawks
(Buteo lineatus) forage extensively along the ecotone between upland and riparian habitats.

The Coyote Creek riparian corridor provides cover for birds foraging in the creek, as well as habitat for
songbirds such as the Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii), Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax
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difficilis) and Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens). The mature trees provide potcntiaf habitat for
nesting raptors such as Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) and American Kestrel (Falco sparverius).
- Although no nesting raptors were found along this reach, polential nesting sites do exist, therefore, raptors
could nest in this area in the future.

Small mammals associated with the riparian corridor include the Virginia opossum, broad-footed mole,
California vole, deer mouse (Peroniyscus maniculus), house mousc (Mus musculus), fox squirrel (Schirus
niger) and black-tailed hare. Predators such as the bobcat, striped skunk, ringtail, coyote, and gray fox
(Urocyon cinereoargenteus) arc attracted to these habitats by an abundance of prey. The big brown bat
(Eptesicus fuscus) may forage for insects over the creek.

Riparian habitats, particularly those in urbanized areas, function as movement corridors for numerous
wildlife species. Several wildlife species that may move through the riparian corridor of Coyote Creek
include birds sych as the Green-backed Heron (Butorides striatus), Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon,
Black Phoebe (Syornis nigricans), and Bewick's Wren and mammals such as the striped skunk, raccoon,
and black-tailed deer. -

Amphibians which may occur in the riparian corridor include Pacific treefrog, western toad, builfrog
(Rana catesbeinna) and weslern pond turtle (Clemntys marmorata). California red-legged frog (Rana
aurora draytoni) may occur along Coyote Creek, however the relatively high level of human disturbance
in the creck and the presence of predators (skunk, racoon, elc.) makes its presence in the project area
unlikely.

A seasonal pond occurs on the eastern edge of the course, approximately 100 feet to the east of Hole 11.
The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) (Roper 1995) indicated concern that the California
tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense) or the California red-legged frog might usc this area. H. T.
Harvey and Associates’ herpetologist visited the site on Seplember 5, 1995 and delermined that the
likelihood for tiger salamanders utilizing the pond is very low due 1o the marginal habitat adjacent to the
pond. However, it is not possible to definitively determine presence or absence without spring surveys for
breeding salamanders. If they breed in the seasonal pond, then they may estivate in adjacent areas near
Holes 11 and 12. Spring surveys are recommended to determine if the salamander is present.

California red-legged frogs require a permanent source of water and are not expected to use the pond due
10 its seasonal nature. Mo further surveys are considered necessary to determine presence or absence,

No suitable habitat for Burrowing Owls was observed and they are not expected to occur within the project

area. Table 1 contains a listing of special status wildlife species that were considered for potential
occurrence within the project area. '

-
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CONSTRAINTS AND MITIGATIONS

The CDFG recommended in their 8/25/95 letter that fairways and holes be sct back 100 feet from the edge
of the riparian corridor. This recommendation has been considered in developing our analysis, as
described below. -

BIOTIC CONSTRAINTS

No biotic constraints have been idc.ntiﬁcd for the use of Holes 1 and 2. These holes would be situated in a
highly disturbed area, separated from the riparian corridor by a 75-100 foot setback, and would be
unlikely to resulf in significant decrease in habitat value within the corridor.

Holes 3-9 are for the most part ecologically benign. The exception is Hole 7 which would be nestled
against the riparian corridor with almost no setback. Small portions of Holes 5 and 8 would be located as
close as 25 feet to the corridor and may slightly reduce wildlife use of adjacent riparian habitat. Hole 7
would be almost entirely within 15-20 feet of the edge of the corridor and could result in a greater,
although not significant, reduction in wildlife use of the adjacent riparian habitat.

Holes 10-18 will result in few, if any, biotic impacts. Holes 12-18 would be set back from the riparian
corridor by 75-100 fcet. Portions of Holes 10 and 11 would be close to the edge of the riparian corridor,
but it should be noted that the riparian habitat contiguous with these holes is separated from the main
creek corridor by the bike/pedestrian path. Holes 10 and 11 may result in slight reductions in wildlife use
of adjacent riparian habitat. If the California tiger salamander is found 10 occur in the area then the use of
Holes 10 and 11 could be considered a significant impact.

The seasonal placement of the two creek crossings, and use of the connecting trails, is not considered a
significant biotic impact as long as access is controlled.

MITIGATION MEASURES

1. Minor biotic impacts associated with the use of Holes 1-6, 8-10 and 12-18 could be fully mitigated by
planting native trees and shrubs within the course. These plantings will be installed both in open upland
arcas and setback buflers between the fairways and the edge of the riparian corridor. These plantings will
be installed during the first fall following installation of the course and maintained for at least a three year
plant establishment period. The successful establishment of these trees and shrubs will reduce the
 relatively minor impacts to wildlife habitat to a less-than-significant level.

2. Access into and along the trails leading to and from the creek crossings will be limited by signs and the
placement of natural barriers. These barriers will consist of piled brush, logs, plantings, etc. and will
serve to gnide people to usc of a single trail and thus avoid trampling adjacent vegetation. Signs will also
be placed near the creek crossings indicating that disturbance of the creek is not allowed.

3. Hole 7 will be moved out from the edge of the riparian corridor to provide at least 25 feet of setback.

This sciback area will then be densely planted with native shrubs and trees. This will reduce biotic
impacts from this hole to an insignificant level.
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4. 1f Holes 11 and 12 are to used, a spring survey will be conducted at the scasonal pond by a gualified
herpelologist to determine the presence or absence of California tiger salamander. 1f the salamander is
absent then no further work is necessary and the holes may be used. 1f the salamander is present then
Holes 1 and 12 will be eliminated. They may be relocated to other parts of the course if possible. A low
hardware cloth fence will be installed between the course and the pond along the edges of Holes 10, 13
and 14. This fence must be maintained during all seasons when the course is in use 1o ensure that
salamanders do not stray onto the course. '

10
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H.T HARVEY & ASSOCIATES
ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS x

May 21, 1996

Elish Ryan

County of Santa Clara Environmental Resources Agency
Parks and Recreation Dept.

298 Garden Hill Drive

Los Gatos, CA 95030

SUBJECT: California Tiger Salamander Survey Results

Dr. Mark Jennings, a herpetologist with H. T. Harvey and Associates, surveyed the pond
on the eastern edge of the proposed Hellyer Park Disc Golf Course on 16 March, 6 April,
4 May and 12 May 1996 to determine if the California tiger salamander (Ambystoma
californiense) or California red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii) occurs in the pond or
any surrounding areas. Neither of these species was found in the pond, nor was any
suitable habitat for these species identified elsewhere within the project area. Bullfrogs
(R. catesbiana), Pacific tree frogs (Hyla regilla), and California toads (Bufo boreas) were
found in the pond. :

Based on the negative results of these four surveys, conducted through the optimal time
of year to determine presence or absence for the species, the site can be considered
cleared.

We are now looking for\yard to proceeding with preparing planting guidelines for the disc
golf course. Please let me know as soon as you have a final layout for us to work with.

Please call me if you have any questions.

Thank you.

R A

N R T \‘uvs
Dan Stephens

1 Alviso Office L__l Fresno Office
Elizabeth Street » P.O. Box 1180 . 423 West Fallbrook, Suite 207

Eresno, CA 93711 « 209-449-1423 » Fax: 209-448-8248
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H.T HARVEY & ASSOCIATES
ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS :

To: Elish Ryan
Parks and Recreation Department
County of Santa Clara Environmental Resources Agency
298 Garden Hill Drive
Los Gatos, CA 95030

" From: Dan Stephens
Date: June 25, 1996

Subject: Hellyer County Park Disc Golf Course Planting Recoinhmndations

We have reviewed the revised course layout. The revised alignments of holes 4-6, 7-9, and 10-13 are an
improvement and should reduce disturbance to the existing riparian corridor .

The following provides recommendations regarding plant species lo be installed in riparian buffer areas
and in the course itself, Generally we recommend using native plants already present in the existing
riparian corridor and adjacent areas in both the buffer zones and the course.

Plani Species

Riparian Buffer Along Holes 1&2.  Any available areas between holes 182 and the existing vegelation
to the south could be planted with coast live oak (Qurercus agrifofia) and Mexican elderberry (Sambucus
mexicana). Understory plantings could include coyote brush (Baceharis pililaris) and toyon (Heteromeles
arbutifolia). ‘

Riparian Buffer Along Holes 3-9. Areas south of Coyote Creek between the course and the existing
riparian vegetation could be planted with Fremont cattonwood (Popuius fremontii), California sycamore
(Platarus racemosa), and red willow (Salix laevigata). The red willow should be planted closest to the
creek. Understory planting could include California blackberry (Rubus wrsinus), California rose (Rosa

ealifornica), common snowberry (Svmphoricarpos rivilaris) and mugwort {Artemesia douglasiana).

Riparian Buffer Along Holes 10, 11, &12. Areas beiween holes 10,11, &12 and the existing riparian
vegetation to the south could be planted with coast live oak, valley oak (Quercus iobota) and Mexican
elderberry. Understory planting could include coyole brush and toyon. Areas closer to the seasonal pond
could be planted with red willow, California blackberry, California rose, and mugwort.

Disc Golf Course Fairways. Areas within the course could be planted with coast live oak, valley oak,
Mexican elderberry, or California buckeye {(Aesculus californica). Shrubs could include coyote brush and

toyon.
O Alviso Office ] Fresno Office
906 Elizabeth Street » P.O. Box 1180 423 West Fallbrook, Suite 207"

© Alviso, CA 95002 « 408-263-1814 = Fax: 408-263-3823 Fresno, CA 93711 « 209-449-1 423 « Fax: 209-449-8248



Plant Layout.

The plants in riparian buffer areas should be planted on centers as shown in the table below.

Species Planting Centers
(Feet)

California sycamore 14-16

Coast live oak - 14-16

Valley oak 14-16

Fremont cottonwood 14-16

Mexican elderberry 12

Red Willow . 10

Shrubs 6-8

Plants within the disc go!f course could be planted on wider centers.
Plant Installation Techniques

We recommend that the trees, including willows, be grown in Treepot 4 (4°X47X14", equivalent to one
gaiton) sized containers. The oaks could also be planted from acorns. The planting stock should be of
Santa Clara County origin and preferably collected within 5 miles of the site. If possible, the plants should
be contract grown to ensure that the plants are the correct size, correct origin and in good condition at
instaliation. The plants should be installed between November 15 and lannary 135.

A planting hole should be excavated so that it is a minimum of two times the diameter of the plant
container. The sides and bottom of each hole should be scarified and each planting hole should be irrigated
before and immediately after plant installation. A 1-foot diameter irrigation basin with a 4-inch high, 4-
inch wide lip should be constructed around each plant. The irrigation basin should be filled with 2
Ininimum 3-inch thick layer of coarse woodchip mulch. The woodchip mulch should be applied so that it
is not in centact with plant stems.

All trees should receive a foliage protector. The foliage protector should be 4 feet high, 2.5 feet in
diameter, and supported by three stakes. The foliage protector screen should be made of flexible plastic
browse protection netting. Tubex protectors could also be used around the oaks. The bottoms of the
foliage protectors should be installed flush with the woodchip mulch.

Maintenance Recommendations

The plantings should be regularly maintained during a 3-5 year plant establishment period. Dead plants
should be replaced between 15 November and 15 January. Plant replacement should use the same plant
materials (species, stock size, etc.) and techniques used at the original installation, We do not recommend
pruning trees in the riparian buffer areas.

The plants should be regularly watered during the first year after planting. Watering in Year 2 may be
reduced substantially under the supervision of a qualified Jandscape maintenance professional and should
be performed on an as-needed basis. Little watering is expected to be required in Year 3 or beyond.

The area within the plants’ watering basins should be kept weed-free during the plant establishment period.
The layer of woodchip mulch should also be maintained during this period. The foliage protectors should
be maintained until the growth of the plants is restricted by the protectors, at which time they should be
carefully and promptly removed. '

%
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Monitoring

To assess {he success of the planting efforts, the County could menitor the plantings during the plant
establishment period. Annual activities could include plant survival counts, general observations, photo-
documentation, and development of management recommendations. The plantings should also be

monitored throughout the year during regular maintenance activities.

~
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~ “Mitigation Monitoring Plan”



MITIGATION MONITORING PLAN

INTRODUCTION: For the purposes of the Initial Study for the proposed Disc Golf Course at Coyote
Hellyer County Park, impacts to flora and fauna may occur. The following Monitoring Plan outlines when

" mitigation measures will be implemented and how implementation will be monitored.

GOALS: The goal of the Monitoring Plan is to ensure that impacts resulting from the development of a disc
golf course at this location will be miti gated to a level of insignificance.

PROCESS: Based upon the conclusions of the Initial Study, a number of mitigations are proposed. All
approved mitigations will included in a Special Use Permit that the Parks Department will issue to the Silicon
Valley Disc Golf Club if they apply to the area being used. Should the Silicon Valley Disc Golf Assoctation
fail to comply to the conditions of use at any time, the County may terminate the agreeement and close the
course.

MITIGATION AND MONITORING SCHEDULE: Mitigation monitoring recommended in Appendix D
for the planting plan will be implemented at time of construction of specific areas of the course. All other
mitigations will be required by the Parks Department as conditions of the Special Use Permit issued to the
Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club initially and at annual renewal if they apply.

RESPONSIBILITIES: It will be the responsibility of the Santa Clara County Parks Department, its agents .
and permittees, to prepare, implement, adher to, and maintain the approved mitigation measures.

REPORTING: It shall be the responsibility of the Santa Clara County Parks Department, its agents and
permittees, to submit any reports appropriate to implementation of mitigation measures related to construction
of the course or course structures to permitting agencies.

1t shall be the responsibility of the Santa Clara County Parks Department, its agents and permittees to prepare
an annual report to permitting agencies outlining the progress of any mitigation measures, should they be
required. Contents of the annual report, approved measures of success, and reporting date will be as agreed
to by the County and regulatory agencies at the time of Special Use Permit approval. Regulatory agencies are
requested to respond in writing within 60 days of each report with comments and suggestions if progress fails
to meet the anticipated level of performance. :

COMPLETION OF MITIGATION : Following the completion of the agreed upon mitigation monitoring
period, a final report will be submitted to the regulatory agencies that the project has been successfully
completed. The final report will describe how the success criteria have been met and shall request a
confirmation of project completion. If the mitigation measures do no achieve the approved measures of
success, a modified plan to continue the mitigation program will be negotiated between the County, permitee,
and the'regulatory agencies. :
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Santa Clara Valley Water District

5750 ALMADEN EXPRESSWAY
SAN JOSE, CA 95118-3686
TELEPHONE  (408) 265-2600
FACSIMILE (408} 266-0271

AN AEFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

September 8, 1997

Ms. Elishg Ryan

Parks and Recreation Department
County of Santa Clara

298 Garden Hill Dr

Los Gatos, CA 95030-2412

Dear Ms. Ryan:

Subject: Disc Golf Course at Coyote Hellyer County Park

Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) staff have reviewed the Initial Study and Negative
Declaration for the subject project. We have the following comments:

1.

We appreciate the use of parklands that does not increase impervious areas. However, as is
pointed out in the Tnitial Study, the additional recreational facilities will result in more people
accessing the riparian corridor. It would be appropriate to take this opportunity to consider
methods to protect and enhance creek banks and the riparian corridor. These methods could be
planned for implementation now or at a fatere time. -

. Since the course is to be maintained by vohmteers, supervision should be provided to prevent

pollutants such as sediments, herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, and yard wastes from entering
Coyote Creek. -

It was observed that the distances from the proposed disc golf course locations to the existing
public sanitary facilities near Cottonwood Lake are relatively great. It is strongly recommended
that portable toilet facilities be set up at both course locations (easterly and westerly from
Highway 101) in order to reduce the potential for pollutants to enter the creek.

In accordance with District Ordinance 83-2, construction or other activity within 50 feet of the
top of bank of Coyote Creek requires a permit from the District. Please submit two copies of
final site, landscape, and construction plans for the proposed bridges and trails for our review,
and allow a minimum of 4 weeks for that review. :

As was stated in the Initial Study, portions of the proposed project are subject to flooding to a
depth of greater than 1 foot during a 100-year, or 1 percent, flood event.

>y
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Ms. Elisha Ryan | 2 ‘ September 8, 1997

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Initial Study for this project. We look forward to
reviewing the plans. If you have any comments or questions, write me or call me at (408) 265-2607,

extension 2259.
Sincerely,

Aew T ppets
William C. Springer, P.E.

Associate Civil Engineer
Community Projects Review Unit
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*" County of Santa Clara

Environmental Resources Agency
Parks and Recreation Department

208 Garden Hill Drive

1 os Gatos, California 95032

(408) 358-3741 FAX 358-3245

Reservations (408) 358-3751 TDD (408) 356-7146

September 25, 1997

Ms. Sue Tippets

Santa Clara Valley Water District

5750 Almaden Expressway

San Jose, CA 95118

Subject: Response to comments on Negative Declaration for Disc Golf Course

Dear Ms. Tippets,

Thank you for your comments on the proposed NegatiVe Declaration for the Disc Golf
Course at Coyote Hellyer County Park.

The following comments have been duly noted: comments #1,2, 3, and 5.
In response to comment #4, the proposed Negative Declaration has included the
mitigation that any approved installation of the proposed seasonal bridge crossings will

be contingent upon Santa Clara Valley Water District review and issuance of a permit.

Thank you again for your comments. If you have any questions, | may be reached at
358-3741, extension 147.

Sincerely,

Elish Ryan
Park Planner

b
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XFEITH R. ANDERSON

11810 NEW AVENUL R
GIT.ROY,CA 95020-A0el August 29, 1997
(408) 683-4330 ‘

Ms. Rlish Ryan, Project Manager
county of Santa Clara

Parks and Recreation Department
- 298 Garden Hill Drive

T.os Gatos, California 95032

Dear Ms. Ryan:

Tnitial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration
Ffor a Disc Golf Course at Coyote Hellyer County
- Park, Santa Clara County -

I have the following comments and recommendations regarding
the subject Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration
(IS/PND):

1. The IS/PNP states that removahle clear span bridges will

be used at the two crossings on Coyote Creek and these bridges
will be in operation from about April 15 to October 15 of each
year. During the months the bridges are not in place, how will
oot traffic (disc golf course and general public use) be
controlled to discourage the establishment of new, multiple
'undesignated' crossings when the convenience and regulatory
value of the bridges is absent? Such undesignated and
unauthorized crossings could become the cause and source of
substantial creek bank erosion, particularly since they will

be created during the wet season. The Final Negative Declaration
must address this potential adverse impact and include appro-
priate impact avoidance or impact mitigation measures.

2. Appendix A states (page 1) "...no riparian vegetation removal
will occur as a result of the creek crossings." However, the
Mitigation Monitoring Plan (Appendix D) somewhat contradictorily

- states "Any additional mitigation to offset the impact of loss
of riparian habitat as a result of construction of pedestrian
footbridges across Coyote Creek will be included in specific
regulatory agency permits...". This potential impact needs
clarification in the Final Negative Declaration. If riparian
vegetation removal reasonably may be expected to occur, then
specific mitigation measures to reduce impact to a
less-than-significant level must be included in the Final
Megative Declaration in order to comply with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Mitigation measures to be identified at some future date
are unacceptable and contrary to CEQA. Before approving this
project, the County as CEQA Lead Agency must first resolve the
uncertainties regarding the project's potential significant
environmental impacts. Deferring the identification of

~



Ms Elish Ryan
pugust 29, 1997
Page Two

mitigation measures to a later date as suggested in the
Mitigation lMonitoring Plan (guoted above) is an inappropriate
delegation of CEQMA duties (Sundstrom V. County of Mendocilino
(1988) 202 Cal. App. 3& 296). Further, it has been determined
by court ruling that such future mitigation measures would be
improperly exempted from the process of public and governmental
scrutiny which is required pursuant to CEQA. In this context,
the IS/PND is inadeguate and deficient. The Final Negative
Declaration must either confirm that there will be no riparian
vegetation removal or provide specific mitigation measures for

.~ any such riparian vegetation removal.

3. For completeness and compliance with CEQA, the Final Negative
beclaration must recognize that Coyote Creek provides habitat
for a remnant population of steelhead trout. This population

is in the Central California Coast Evolutionarily Significant
Unit, proposed by the National Marine Fisheries Service for
listing as threatened pursuant to the federal Endangered Species
Act. The Department of Fish and Game and Santa Clara Valley
Water DNistrict are implementing elements of a steelhead restora-

tion offort on Coyote Creek. The Final Negative Declaration

must include a finding thatchquroppsgﬁﬁprojggt_willvnotwimpact
this species of special concern.. ”

4. The California red-legged frog, listed as a threatened spccies
pursuant to the federal Indangered Species Act, has heen
documented on Coyote Creck. Appendix A states "red-legged frogs
are not expected to occur" (Table 1), and their presence in

the project area 1is "unlikely" (page 8). In absence of red-
legged frog surveys along Coyote Creek within the project's

area of influence, these statements and findings are speculative.
No evidence of.record is provided in the IS/PND to support these
speculations. The TS/PND fails to comply with the CEQA mandate
to identify potential impacts to listed species. This issue
must be resolved prior to adoption of the Final Negative
Declaration. I suggest you contact the Sacramento Field Office
of the U. S. PIish and Wildlife Service (USFuS) to discuss the
Service's position on your proposed project and findings.

Perhaps the issuance of a USFWS Letter of Approval determining
that the project is not likely to causc take of the species
would be adequate documentation and evidence of record to
demonstrate compliance with CLEQA mandates/requirements.

Thank you for the opportunity te review and comment on
the subject document. Please provide me a copy of the Final



Ms. Elish Ryan
August 29, 1997
Page Three

Negative Declaration prior to the September 16, 1997 adoption
hearing. ‘

cc:

Mr. Mike Westphal
Endangercd Species Division
Coast/Bay/Delta Branch

U.S. Fish and wWildlife Service

it B Ahelorrrn—

Keith R. Anderson
Senior Fisheries Biologist
(retired) ‘

3310 ¥l Camino Avenue, Suite 130

Sacramento, CA 95821

Ms. Margaret Roper

Area Fishery Biologist
Department of Fish and Game
P.0. Box 1723

Gilroy, CA 95021

Ms. Caitan Bean

Department of Fish and Game
P.0. Box 47

Yountville, CA 94559
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~ County of Santa Clara

Environmental Resources Agency .
Parks and Recreation Department

298 Garden Hill Drive

- Los Gatos, California 95032
(408) 358-3741 FAX 358-3245 ‘
Reservations (408) 358-3751 TDD (408) 356-7146

September 26, 1997

Mr. Keith R. Anderson
11810 New Avenue
Gilroy, CA 95020-9061

Subject: _ RESPONSE TO COMMENTS - DISC GOLF COURSE AT .
CoYOTE HELLYER COUNTY PARK '

Dear Mr. Anderson:

Thank you for the comments we received on the Proposed Negative Declaration for the Disc Golf
Course at Coyote Hellyer County Park. What follows is a summary of those comments and our
IESPONSES.

Comment #1 - inquires what impact avoidance or mitigations are proposed to reduce possible
erosion of streambanks as a result of foot traffic crossing the creek during the months when the
seasonal bridges have been removed. :

In response to Comment #1, expanded narrative has been added to the text to clarify that it is the
intent of the Parks Department to require the disc golf club to close the western portion of the
course during the months when the bridges are removed. This will include removal of bridges,

- target baskets, course informational signs and posting of appropriate signs at the start of the

course and at stream crossing locations. As a condition in the Special Use Permit, which the club
must secure from the Parks Department to develop the course, failure to meet this objective will
result in termination of their permit. Expanded narrative and text revisions can be reviewed in the
Project Description section of the Initial Study, and discussion of impacts to geology. '

Expanded narrative and text revisions to address possible erosion as a result of foot traffic on the
course has also been included in discussion of impacts to geology, drainage and flooding, and
flora and fauna of the Initial Study.

Comment #2 - indicates a potential discrepancy between the Biological Constraints Analysis
(Appendix A) which states that no riparian vegetation removal will occur as the result of the
creek crossings and the Mitigation Monitoring Plan (Appendix D) that indicates that any
additional mitigation to offset the impact of loss of riparian habitat as a result of the bridges will
be included in specific regulatory agency permits.

Board of Supervisors: Donald F. Gage, Blanca Alvarado, Peter McHugh, James T. Beall Jr,, 5. Jogeph Simitian -
County Executive: Richard Wittenberg ‘



Comment #2 is correct in identifying a discrepancy in the text. The biological constraints analysis
conducted for the site (Appendix A) states that no riparian vegetation is to be removed as a result
of the creek crossing. Based on this finding, no mitigation will be required and none is indicated
in the Proposed Negative Declaration. However, Appendix A does recommend that plantings be
installed along specific portions of the course as mitigation for minor biotic impacts to the area
as a result of this project. This recommendation and others related to minor biotic impacts have
been included as project mitigations in the Proposed Negative Declaration.

Expanded narrative and revised text to remove this discrepancy and clarify proposed mitigations
can be found in the discussion of impacts to flora and fauna in the Initial Study and revisions to
the Mitigation Monitoring Plan.

Comment #3 - requests that the Proposed Negative Declaration recognize that Coyote Creek
provides habitat for a remnant population of steelhead trout. This species has been proposed by
the National Marine Fisheries Service for listing as threatened pursuant fo. the Federal
Endangered Specie.é Act. This comment also requests that a finding that the proposed project
will not have an adverse impact on this species.

The Biological Constraints Analysis (appendix A) does list steelhead trout as a species of special

concern that occurs in Coyote Creek. This information may be found on Table I of the appendix.

In response to this comment, text has been added to recognize that this species has been proposed
by the National Marine Fisheries Service as a federally threatened species. The discussion of
impacts to flora and fauna in the Initial Study has been revised to include possible impact to this
species and proposed mitigations.

Comment #4 - requests that possible occurrence of the red-legged frog be examined more closely
and that U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife requirements that no take of a threatened species
has been demonstrated.

In response to this comment, text has been added to recognize that this species has been proposed
as a federally threatened species. The discussion of impacts to flora and fauna in the Initial Study
has been revised to include possible impact to this species and proposed mitigations. .

It is hoped that this response adequately addresses the comments you have submitted for the
proposed Disc Golf Course at Coyote Hellyer County Park. We appreciate your input and the
opportunity it has allowed us to clarify important points in the document. A copy of the revised
Negative Declaration and Initial Study has been included for your review and comment. If you
have any questions, you may contact me at (408) 358-3741, extension 147.

Sincerely,

.

ELISH M. RY
Park Planner

ool Mike Westphal, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Sacramento, CA
Margaret Roper, Department of Fish and Game, Gilroy, CA
Caitan Bean, Department of Fish and Game, Yountville, CA
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